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Building a Boat and a Community

Mary Jean Sell
Board of Trustees

The monthly board of trustees meeting for the Shiloh 
Museum of Ozark History was moving along at its regular 
pace on a cold winter night. Suddenly, museum director 
Allyn Lord announced, “We are going to build a boat out by 
the barn.”

“What kind of boat?” I asked, sitting up a little straighter in 
my chair and leaning forward.

“A Marshallese kōrkōr,” she answered, as if that was all the 
explanation I needed.

It wasn’t. “What kind of boat is that?” I asked.

“It’s a small canoe, like an outrigger, only different,” she said.

I was instantly curious about how all this would happen. 
I know a bit about boats and have read various accounts 
of ancient and historic boat-building. But here was an 

opportunity to actually to see the work in progress. I wasn’t 
going to miss it.

Allyn went on to explain that a group of organizations 
including the Shiloh Museum, the Arkansas Coalition of 
Marshallese (ACOM), the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Arkansas Humanities Council, and several 
area schools and individuals had put together a project 
called “Canoe of One Community.” The idea was to build  
the traditional canoe as a way to honor the ancient boat- 
building skills of the Marshall Islands people. The project 
was the dream of Springdale police officer Gomez Zackious, 
who believed the project would also help foster pride 
among local Marshallese residents.

With help from experts at the University of Arkansas, it 
was determined that the sycamore tree is closest thing we 
have locally to the breadfruit tree, which is native to the 

see NEWSLETTER, page 9

Master boat-builder Liton Beasa (left) and crew carve a kōrkōr, a traditional Marshallese canoe.
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Unlike a lot of Americans, my 
family didn’t celebrate birthdays 
in a big way. Because it seemed 
like the natural order of things, I 
more or less maintained the low-
key celebrations most of my life, 
until I was about to turn fifty.

Somehow it seemed right to really 
acknowledge and celebrate a half-
century. And luckily for me I have 
many good friends who saw to it that 
number fifty was something special.  
Suffice it to say that the festivities 
included a surprise “This is Your 
Life” celebration, with select friends 
and family secreted away until their 
moment at the mic to embarrass 
me in front of the assembled 
crowd. Humbling, to be sure.

I think at fifty I realized that there 
was so much to look back on and 
appreciate, as well as so much to 
shrug off and put behind me. And 
it also seemed like an excellent 
opportunity to look to the future, 
think about dreams still unfulfilled, 
and imagine what might come next.

I reminisce here because I’ve had 
the same experience with the 

Shiloh Museum turning fifty 
this year. It’s definitely a major 
milestone, especially given that 
we’re one of the oldest existing 
museums in Northwest Arkansas. 

We can look back with so much 
delight at where we began and 
how we’ve grown. Our staff, board 
members, and volunteers over 
the years here set the direction 
and steered the ship, all the while 
honoring our mission. We dedicated 
ourselves early on to telling the 
stories of the everyday folks of the 
Arkansas Ozarks and we’ve never 
veered from that course. Our most 
important value, from the very 

beginning, was to be welcoming, 
inclusive, and service-oriented, and 
it’s the value I’m most proud of. 

Each year, it seems, we better serve 
our audiences, broaden our reach, 
more fiercely preserve authentic 
history, find new ways to connect, 
bump up the creativity, and welcome 
the participation of all. Yet there 
is so much on the horizon. 

In 2019 we’ll once again look to the 
future by developing a new strategic 
plan to carry us into the 2020s. Just as 
my friends helped me celebrate and 
consider the future, I hope all of you 
will help us set our course and achieve 
our goals. The museum is not just a 
place you visit and leave. It’s a day-
to-day, ever-growing resource that 
reflects the community and—with 
that community’s voice and muscle—
moves actively toward new goals.

Thank you to all who’ve helped 
us grow to become the vibrant, 
professional, open-armed museum 
we are today. We look forward 
to continuing our friendship as 
we age gracefully beyond fifty.

Director’s Column

Allyn Lord

SHILOH MUSEUM OF OZARK HISTORY
118 W. Johnson Avenue • Springdale, AR  72764 • 479-750-8165

shilohmuseum.org • shiloh@springdalear.gov

Open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free Admission

2

http://shilohmuseum.org
mailto:shiloh%40springdalear.gov?subject=


3

Volunteer Spotlight

Every Wednesday morning during the growing season, 
you’ll find Debbie Gilmore hard at work on the museum 
grounds. Depending on the time of year, she might be 
tidying up the massive azalea bed at our front door, 
planting oak-leaf hydrangeas in a shady spot, or tending 
a pollinator garden of zinnias, bee balm, and milkweed. 
Debbie is one of the dozen or so Washington County 
Master Gardener volunteers who help make our museum 
grounds a delightful place to visit.

Born in Batesville, Arkansas, Debbie was three when 
her family moved to Springdale, where they opened 
Gilmore’s Pharmacy. While she was in high school, Debbie 
helped her folks at the drugstore and was a candy striper 
and nurse’s aide at Springdale Memorial Hospital. On 
Saturdays, Debbie and her friends might go roller skating 
or see a movie at the Apollo Theater on Emma Avenue 
and stop in at the Hitchin’ Post cafe for french fries and a 
Coke. At that time in her life, Debbie’s only encounter with 
gardening was her regular chore of mowing the yard!

After graduating from Springdale High School in 1972 
Debbie’s goal was to become a nurse, but soon after 
enrolling in nursing school, she saw that her parents 
needed help running the pharmacy. Debbie put her own 
plans aside and returned to the drugstore. Then life’s 
pathway led her to become a rural mail carrier for the 
Springdale Post Office, a job she held for thirty years.

After retiring from the post office, Debbie found herself 
with some much-deserved free time. Two of her high 
school buddies, Geri Armstrong Alvis and Gail Dennis 
Pianalto, encouraged Debbie to join them in the 
Washington County Master Gardeners (WCMG) volunteer 
organization. She took them up on it. 

Master Gardeners are required to annually contribute a 
substantial number of volunteer hours to help beautify 
their communities. Luckily for us, the Shiloh Museum is a 
sanctioned WCMG project and even luckier still, Debbie 
chose the museum as a place to share her gardening 

talents. She really enjoys spending time with the other 
Master Gardeners who work here at the museum, 
including museum groundskeeper (and fellow Master 
Gardener) Marty Powers, who always provides fresh-
baked pies for the gardeners’ mid-morning break. “The 
friendships I’ve made here over the last two years are 
priceless,” Debbie says. 

Debbie Gilmore has a green thumb and a heart of gold. 
Thank you, Debbie, for all you do!

Susan Young
Outreach Coordinator

Connect with us

Subscribe to our monthly eNews. Read our blog, The Backstay . Listen to our 
podcast ser ies on iTunes. 

http://springdalear.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=40b863ab97bc851aded17c7e2&id=1f9abfa338
http://shilohmuseum.org/wordpress/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://www.facebook.com/ShilohMuseum/
https://twitter.com/shilohmuseum
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShilohMuseum


4

Ann Blackshire: “Tom’s Peanuts” jar 
and unmarked store jar, Bellefonte, 
(Boone County), mid-1900s

Betty Bradford: Paintings, drawings, 
and model of a tub mill, all by 
M. E. Oliver, Madison County, 
1930s–1960s

Reeva Clark: SEFOR brochures, 
Washington County; Springdale 
Ministerial Alliance church service 
program; Springdale advertising 
items, 1960s–1970s

Karen Cordell: Fayetteville City 
Directory, 1993; University of 
Arkansas alumni directory, 2015

Lea Ann Crisp: Hand-painted necktie 
by Billie Jones Maestri featuring 

“Able Willingwater,” Springdale, 
1950s

Cathy and David Evans: Hand-
painted china plates by Gertrude 
Kelly and Helen Sisco, Springdale, 
1952

Nettie Everett: Vol Walker Vansandt’s 
button-top shoes, Spring Valley 
(Washington County), circa 1910

Tom D. Fowler: Powers L. Fowler’s 
Navy service records, Fayetteville, 
1944–45

Terry Gibson: Handmade split-oak 
cracker basket, Farmington, 2018

Wilma Lacy: Catfish Hole menu; 
Ozark Smokehouse catalog; 
Christmas card from UA president 
and Mrs. David Mullins; all from 
Fayetteville, 1970s–1990s

Craig Larson: Fred Larson’s Merchant 
Marine uniform, Rogers, 1944

Lowell Historical Museum (Liz 
Estes): Springdale Junior Auxiliary 
community planner, 1996–1997

Sue Lynch: Tales from Silver Lands by 
Charles J. Finger, 1942

Lisa Mendoza and Maggie Muller: 
Handmade jewelry from the Marshall 
Islands

Pam Redfern: Photograph of Frisco 
shop employees picnic, Fayetteville, 
1936 

Carolyn Reno: Color postcard of 
Burns Gables, Winslow, before 1950

Shiloh Museum Board of Trustees: 
postcard photograph of Welch Grape 
Juice Factory, Springdale, 1920s

Alice Ann Simkins: Plat maps of 
Benton and Washington counties, 
early 1960s

Springdale Public School Support 
Service: Records and annual reports 
of Springdale Public Schools, early 
1900s–1979 

Dolores Stamps: Photographs of 
Monica and Ray Kuester and Jim 
and Margaret Taylor, 1968, and of 
Eastside Café and Autry Wilson’s car, 
1941, all from Springdale

Justin Swope family: Shaving horse 
made by Peter C. Miller, Round 
Mountain (Washington County), late 
1800s

UA African-American Resource 
Group: Volunteer t-shirt from NWA 
Juneteenth Celebration, Fayetteville, 
2017

Oreta and Steven Wohlford: Glass 
plate negatives made by Marion 
Mason, Johnson (Washington 
County) early 1900s 

Mary Vaughan: Photograph of 
drawing of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church (Tontitown) by John 
McGlone, 1992

Photographs loaned for copying  
Reuben Blood Jr.: Reuben Sr. and 
Grace Blood’s tent camp, Fayetteville, 
1932

Thomas D. Fowler: Fowler and 
Lichlyter families, Springdale, 
1910s-1940s

Donations to the Collections
April–June 2018

To further explore our collections, 
visit our website’s Artifact of the 
Month and Photo of the Month.

September 7, 2018, marks our 50th anniversary. 
Come help us celebrate!

September 8, 5:00-7:30 p.m. 50th Anniversary Frolic, an adults-only event 
with local music, adult beverages, delicious bites from local food trucks, 
signature cake and ice cream, and uniquely Ozark activities.

September 22, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 50th Anniversary Family Celebration. Fun for 
children and families, including old-time toys and games, a scavenger hunt, 
photo booth, and cake and ice cream.

http://www.shilohmuseum.org/collections/artifact_month.php
http://www.shilohmuseum.org/collections/artifact_month.php
http://www.shilohmuseum.org/photo_collections/photo_month.php
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Name: Kathryn (Kathy) Lankford Birkhead

Family: I have two sons, Nate (thirty-four) and Colin (thirty-
two) and four grandchildren, with number five due in early 
September. Sadly, none of them live here, so our visits 
always involve travel. Nate and his wife, Shannon, and their 
three (almost four) kids live in Manhattan, Kansas, and Colin 
and his wife, Amanda, and their twenty-month-old daughter 
Natalie live in Durham, North Carolina. They’re all too far 
away!

Job: Although I’m retired now, I still love staying in touch 
with the people in the places where I have worked. My last 
job was as director for diversity and inclusion at Northwest 
Arkansas Community College, and before that I was in that 
same role at the Jones Center. Prior to my work in diversity 
and inclusion, I taught Spanish at Pikes Peak Community 
College in Colorado Springs.  

Pets: Pearl and Trudy, my two dogs, came to me by way 
of the Springdale Animal Shelter ten years ago. Pearl is 
thirteen now and Trudy is twelve, and three years ago 
they were joined by a cat who was christened Sulli. She 
appeared in the side yard when she was about five weeks 
old and in really bad shape, and now she thinks she runs the 
household. She may be right. 

Favorite TV show: Since I don’t have cable, almost 
everything I watch these days is on Netflix or PBS, so I tend 
to watch series, such as The Great British Baking Show or 
Civilization or old TV series.  

Hobbies: When the weather allows it, I love being in my 
yard, and volunteering with the Washington County Master 
Gardeners on the grounds at Shiloh Museum is an absolute 
delight. I’ve always been drawn to the grounds there, and 
[museum groundskeeper] Marty Powers’ passion for taking 
care of this beautiful place is contagious. Besides working 
outside, I can get lost in a good book, and cooking is a big 
stress reliever for me.  

Describe a perfect day. A perfect day starts with a cup 
of tea and ends with gratitude, but it’s hard to define what 
comes between those two things. Some of the things that 
come to mind are a little breeze, good music, nature, visiting 
with friends and family, good food, learning something new, 
helping someone, and best of all, feeling my grandchildren’s 
arms around my neck.  

What is your favorite animal and why? This is a hard one. 
Dogs are going to win out, I think, simply because of their 
openness and affection. There’s nothing like being greeted 
by someone at the end of a hard day who’s always glad to 
see you.  

What three people, living or dead, would you invite to 
dinner? It’s going to need to be a long dinner, because 
there’s a lot to talk about. Two of the three people I’d invite 
for dinner are my sister Francie, who died when she was 
thirty-three, and my maternal grandmother, Eva Lena Reder. 
There are so many things I’d love to have a chance to ask 
them about and things I’d love to be sure they knew. The 
third one is Jesus. I’ve got a lot of questions for him.

Board Member Brief: KATHRYN BIRKHEAD

Kathryn Birkhead with her sons Nate (left) and Colin

Does your company or employer offer a matching gift 
program? These programs can match your contribution 
dollar for dollar, and some will even double or triple the 
amount! Check with your company or employer to see if 
they’ll double the impact of your gift to the Shiloh Museum.
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THE SHILOH MUSEUM ASSOCIATION
We are proud to recognize these members for their generous annual contributions.

Life
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Mary Vaughan

Founding 
Steve & Cheryl Miller
Mrs. Gene Thompson
Linda Wray

Benefactor 
Robert & Karen Chambers 
Orville Hall Jr. & Susan Hall  
Harps Food Stores 
Earlene Henry 
Allyn Lord 
Evelyn Maestri
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Rothrock 
Truman & Dolores Stamps

Sustaining 
Lou & Trisha Beland 
Bob & Patty Besom 
Deborah C. Brown 
Virginia Burdick
David & Vonita Carpenter
Paul Farris 
First Security Bank
Nancy M. Hamilton
Stephanie Hegde
Joe & Jo Anne Herriman
Jeremy Hodges & April Rusch
Gary & Vicki Jech
Bobby & Diane Shaw 
Springdale Kiwanis Club
Henry A. Taylor Jr.
Ardith Wharry

Sponsor 
Don & Brenda Bailey 
Carolyn Bayley
Juanita Boone
Abby Burnett
Ken & Cheryl Cardin
Buddy & Susan Chadick
Dr. & Mrs. D. L. Cohagan
Beverly Cosby
Gary Culp
Mark Curtis
George & Rosa Lea Davis
Natalie Davis
Lamar & Joy Drummonds
James E. Duncan & 
	 Sharon K. Donnelly
Robert & Helen Elmer
Dr. Jami Forrester
James & Sandye Graham
John & Judy Hammond
Willis & Mary Gilbreath 		
	 Harris

Helen Heathman  
Mary Ellen Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Johnson
Hartzell & Dr. Marsha Jones 
Nancy Miller Juhos
Just-Us Printers
Al Kaeppel
Mitsy Barnes Kellam
David & Dianne Kellogg
Carol Kendrick
Wanda Kent
Becca Kohl & Kirby Lambert
Virginia P.  Lancaster
Doug Lawson
Marvin & Mira Leister
Steve & Arlene Lord
Robert & Louise Maringer
Janie Robbins Milbrandt
Cathy Montgomery
Theresa Moore
Mary Bess Mulhollan 
Justin Nolan
NWA Medical Center 		
	 Auxiliary
Woody Ogden
Charles Peterson
Pruden Restoration 
QUILT Guild of NWA
Laura Redford
Adella Roberts
Don & Linda Rutledge
Schmieding Foundation
Mary Jean (MJ) Sell
Alice Ann Simkins
Kim & Nancy Smith
Charlotte Steele
Martha Sutherland 
Wilma & Carol Sutton
Stan Szmyd
Jerre & Judy Van Hoose
Walker Bros. Insurance, Inc.
Jan E. Walker
William C. Walker
Tawana West
Mike & Marjorie Whitmore
Elizabeth Woods

Patron 
Martha Agee 
Eugene & Susan Anderson 
Patricia Armstrong
John & Jeannette Wright 		
	 Atkins
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bailey
Tim Baker
Marty Benson
Benton County  
	 Treasurer’s Office

Kathryn Birkhead
B. R. & Katy Black
E. Ann Blackshire
Harry & Kathi Blundell
Robert O. Bonham
Betty Bowling
Eddie & Betty Bradford
Jerry & Kay Brewer
Roger Bryles
Steve Burch
Travis Burnett
A. B. Chenault
Holly Childs 
Lisa C. Childs &  
	 Donald R. Hendrix
Ellen Compton
Linda F. Condit
Karen Cordell
Beverly Cortiana-McEuen
Dr. Mary Cotton
Jim & Cathy Crouch
Jim & Gaye Cypert
Marie Demeroukas &  
	 Tom Oppenheim
Mary Diehl
Nancy Dodson
David & Cathy Evans
Mary Farley
Fayetteville B&PW
Ann Fulton 
Arnie & Linda Fulton
Helene M. Furst
Jim & Anne Greene
Jay & Joyce Hale
Al & Dorothy Hanby
Willa C. Harkey
Jeanne Harp
Dr. & Mrs. Morriss M. Henry 
Rose Ann Hofer
Harriet & Jerome Jansma
Dr. Travis Jenkins
Pete & Laurinda Joenks 
James J. Johnston
Glenn Jones 
Kenneth & June Jones
Robert & Ann Kabanuck
Hannah Karnbach
Mary Lynn Kennedy
Doug & Tess Kidd
Liz Lester
Yi Liang & Sean Xu
D. Malcolm McNair Jr.
James Meinecke
Shannon & Craig Mueller
Once Upon a Time Books 
Carolyn Page
Dr. Jackie L. Paxton 

Buddy & Jamie Philpot
Anne Prichard
James & Donna Ramey
Pam Redfern
Joanne Rhyne 
John P. Robinson
Peg Rogerson
Dr. Roy C. Rom
Bob & Cathy Ross
Jim Rutledge
Jane Scroggs
Bill Smith 
Rick & Melissa Smith
James & Lue Ann Stamps
Laura Stilwell
Odell & Jeanie Taylor
Scott & Connie Test 
Mike & Carol Tillery
Walter & Clara Turnbow 
Ryan & Heather Marie Wells
Gay Wheat
David Whitmore
James & Mary Jo Wickliff
Dr. & Mrs. Ted Wiggins

Senior Couple
Dr. & Mrs. David Andrews
John & Carmen Archer
Jack & Mary Ann Bardwell
Sara Cain Bartlett
Walter & Dora Brach
Robert D. & Carolyn Brown
Jan Brown & Blake Clark
Larry & Marilyn Cain
Carter & Trudy Carrigan
Nita Clark
Larry & Beverly Clinkscales
Tom & Debbie Cobb
Richard Covey & Nan Lawler
Jerry & Joey Danenhauer
Leroy & Sonja Daniel
Elizabeth Danley & 
	 Beverly Maddox
Dr. & Mrs. E. P. Deines
Ron & Nancy Denn
Bob & Sandy Downum
Ted & La Dena Downum 
Jerry & Shirley Durning
Mike G. Emis 
Diane Ferguson
Gary & Carol Foust
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Galloway 
Marvin & Gloria Galloway
Wayne & Suzanne Gisler
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde E. Graham
Sandy Gray
Ken & Lynn Griffin
Eddie & Nancy Guinn
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Sheron Harp
Gailen & Cathy Hudson 
Jimmy & Vera Hylton
June Baker Jefferson
Robert Johnson &  
	 Beverly Puckett
George & Bobbye Kelly
Tommy & Darlette Kendrick
LeRoy & Sue Kerst
Jack & Sylvia King
Jack & Norma Kinion 
Richard & Phyllis Kuehl
Alex & Mary Lois Lacy
Roy & Michelle Lang
Dennis & Sue Lawler
Jack & Malinda Lynch
Jerry & Betty Martin
Sam & Melinda Mason
Mel & Rusty Mastricola
Harold & Sharon McGuire
Sonny & Chrystene McKenzie
W. Carl & Miriam Duell 		
	 Moore
David & Diana Morse
John & Radine Nehring
Vaughn & Carolyn Neil
Lon & Mary Jane Netherton
David & Carolyn Newbern
Fred & Maxine Olson
Lee & Beverly Parker
Charles & Nona Pebworth
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Rankin
Bill & Barbara Reed
Tom & Lynn Reed
Robert & Barbara Reynolds
Tom & Cindy Rimkus
Blake & Charlotte Robertson
Don & Gloria Schaefer
Gary & Myrna Schwartz
Renny & Lynne Seymour
Ann Shumate
David & Jackie Sizemore
Joseph & Eleanor Slank
Lyle & Martha Sparkman
Andrew & Vicki Spranza
Robert & Charlene Stark
Ollen & Mildred Stepp
Ron & Karlene Susnik
George & Leotta Talley 
Ashley & Frank Thibault
Gary & Kathy Turner
Kurt & Gene Tweraser
Don & Shannon Walker
Sam & Elizabeth Weathers 
Mr. & Mrs. James Wilson
Jim & Nonnie Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Harry 	
	 Wobbe
Roger Zieg

Senior Individual 
Dorothy G. Allen 
Naomi Baird  
Jeanie Baltz
Gary Barnes
Jane Barron
Jean Beauchesne
Ethna Billings
Jan Blaylock
Dale Boatright
Marsha Bode
Pat Bowman
Charles Britton
Sallyanne J. Brown
Mary Buckley 
Frank Burke
Ivian Butler
Carlon Cagle
Donna Charlesworth
Reeva Clark
Elaine Cobb
Lena Collins
Houstine Cooper
Jack & Beulah Cordell
Patricia Cornish
Aimee Crochet 
Mrs. Norman Crowder
Steve Davis
Jean Dipboye
Larry Drittler
Sarah Duffel
Lois D. Eales
Mrs. Eugene H. Eddy
Elizabeth Edwards
Nancy Elkins
Thelma Ellis
Lewis Epley Jr.
Martha Estes
Nettie Everett
Elaine Farish
Regina Gabel
Fleeta Gentry
Joe Carnes Guinn 
Elizabeth Logan Gwin
Coetta Harrell
Irene Hetland
Sondra Heying
Jerry Hogan
Ross Hooper
Karen Inman
Nancy Kelly
Wanda King
Carole Lane Jr.
Diane Lawrence
Marie Lookingbill
Ann McCormack
Robert Mello
Linda Monroe
Patricia C. Morgan
Dester & June Ogden
Marti Olesen

Bob & Jean Parker
Louise Powers
Barbara Pulos
Joyce Richards
Ray Ritter
Ann Roberts
Ann Louise Rolloff
Mary Helen Roper
Anita Sampley
Wilma Samuel
Donna Schwieder
Mary Alice Serafini
Bill & Sherry Setser
Rhea Shivel
Lorita Simmons
Shirley Sletten
Russell Snow
Patsy Sugg
Nell Taylor
Suzanne Ternan
Thomas M. Triplett
Jerry Vervack 
Laura Villegas
Sally Walker 
Mrs. Guy Wann
Dr. Linda Watts
Maryanne Westphal
Dorothy Wilson
Jo Ann Woodward
Wanda Wooldridge 
Bob Young
Seth Y. Young

Family 
Guy K. Ames 
Lisa Anderson
John Michael Andrews
Tom & Teresa Ashworth
Donna Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Bailey
Dr. Murl & Concetta Baker
Ron & Brenda Baker
Bob & Jessica Ballinger
Beth Barham 
Dr. Betty Battenfield
Charles & Sherrie Bayles
Sandra Cox Birchfield 
Randy & Linda Bradley	
Linda J. Brown
Robert & Bernie Callier
Bob & Sara Caulk
Zoe Caywood
Dr. & Mrs. James F. Cherry
Donald Choffel
Blake & Renee Clardy
Chris & Teri Clark
Brenda Cloer
Leslie Coston
Samuel & Rebecca Cross
John & Mary Davis
Lela Donat

Carolyn Dowling
Shelby Dutton
Mary Beth & Ovi Dyson
Joseph & June Easton
Douglas Elliott
Richard & Debbie Flora
Miller & Peggy Ford
Alan & Patricia Fortenberry
Laurie Foster
Jeff & Kay Franco
Sarah Geurtz
Gerg & Celinda Giezentaner
Gale Hairston
Alex & Carol Hamilton
Ron & Renee Hearon
Dr. Marian Hendrickson
Lore Hopkins
LeeRoy & Mary Horn
Jason & Cindy Hudlow
Janet Huntsman
Billy & Verna Hutchens
Doug James & Elizabeth Adam
John W. & Sally Ann Johnson
Charles V. Kappen
Keith Family
Gary & Mary King
Kelly & Sarah King
Greg Kiser
Jerry Leding
Dave & Patsy Louk 
Dr. & Mrs. Don Love
Gregory & Victoria Marshall
Sharon Martin
Aaron & Brittany McArthur
Bill & Mary McCully
Wendell McFerrin
Mac & Karen McGilvery
John, Lynn, &  
	 Hannah McLarty
Dorothy R. Miller
Jim & Kathy Miller
Shannon Dillard Mitchell
Melanie Moncur
Gordon & Izola Morgan
LaDeana Mullinix
Al Newton
John Ogden
Katelyn Page
Terry & Sheri Payton
Mike & Denise Pearce
Jay & Betsy Penix
Twania Pinnell 
Thomas Pittman
Robin Platukis
Sandy Pope &  
	 Rick Hinterthuer
Curtis & Beth Presley
Amanda Ramsey
Bob Razer
David & Kathy Reece
Don & Kay Reynolds
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Janelle Riddle
Robin Riedle
Mrs. Bill Rollins
Clifton Ruddick
Brandon Rush
Steve & Vicki Sargent
Jane Saunders
Keith Scheuerell
Susan Schroeder
Elizabeth Scott
Russell Self & Mary Umbaugh
Charles & Sherry Sisco
Tom & Pam Skipper
Mike & Brenda Smart
Ted & M. K. Smith
Debbie Smothers
Mariette Spidel
Derek Taylor Family
Trey & Jennifer Taylor
Dana Thompson
John & Judy Thornton
Ray Tripp
Nola Van Scyoc
Mr. & Mrs. Kermit Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher White
Dr. & Mrs. Tom D. Whiting
Don & Joanna Williams
Duane & Judith Woltjen 
Sharon Wright
Curtis & Ann Yates
Rev. Cyrus D. Young

School Class 
E. R. C. Aktion Club 
Cloer Family 
Sierra Dominguez 
Dunn Family 
Freeman Family 
J. B. Hunt Elementary School 
	 Jill Netzel’s class 
	 Clif Ruddick’s class 
	 Angela Sullins’ class
Johnson Family 
Kinder Family 
Landreth Family
Paschal Family
River of Faith  
	 Homeschool Group
Snyder Family
Social Homeschoolers 		
	 Network, Groups A–D
Sridjajamerta Family
Warburton Family
Xiques Family

Individual 
Allen County (Indiana)  
	 Public Library
Daymara Baker
David Beauchamp
Jacqueline Burnett 
Butler Center for  
	 Arkansas Studies

Shelley Craig
Sharon Daughters
Georgia Davis
Susan Dewey
Ann Engskov
Charla Franco
Lani Froelich
Zessna Garcia Rios
Mrs. Willard Gatewood
Judy Graham
Joseph Grave
Glenita Guthrie
Cathy Hale
Nadine Hamilton
Sharon Harris
Dr. Kevin Hatfield
Randy Hayes 
Ruthanne Hill
Barbara Hubbard
Chris Huggard
Mickey Jackson
Raymond Jones
Roxanna Juergens
Sandra Keene
Patricia Kile
Gerald Klingaman
Evy Lamb
Melinda R. Lambaren
Cheryl Larson
Jeff Ledbetter
James S. Longacre

Mary Ann Marquette
Carol McCormick
Barbi McPhee
Oda Mulloy
Kaye Ogilvie
Lou Orr
Rebecca Palmer
Carmel Perry
Gail Pianalto
Toni Prachick
Ronna Precure
Paula Proppe
Susan Raymond
Barbara Roberts
Joy Russell 
Nadine Sewak 
Linda Sheets
Robyn Sizemore
Carly Squyres
Margaret Stamps
Barbara Still
Jerry Stockton
B. Jean Strong 
Marion Tichenor
Maxie Tomlinson
Gene Vinzant
Tony Wappel
Nova Jean Watson
Ann Webb
Patti Williams

A crowd of more than 150 folks were 
shoehorned into the Shiloh Meeting Hall for 
its grand opening on June 30. A variety of 
speakers and musical selections from the 
Northwest Arkansas Sacred Harp Singers kept 
visitors informed and entertained. The hall is 
now available for rental use; learn more about 
rentals on our website.

http://www.shilohmuseum.org/about_us/mission_policies.php
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NEWSLETTER 
From page 1

Marshall Islands and the tree of choice 
for making canoes there. A very tall 
sycamore from Carroll County near 
the community of Osage was donated 
by the parents of team member Bill 
Mills. The tree was cut and brought 
to the Shiloh Museum. The canoe 
was planned to have a finished length 
of about nine feet, big enough to 
accommodate two or three fishermen.

An opening ceremony for the project 
was held on April 14, an almost-
sunny but cold and damp spring 
day. The wind was strong. There was 
singing, praying, and short speeches 
by a variety of officials, then the work 
started. Liton Beasa, a Marshallese 
master boat carver, led the project.

It was about ten days before I returned 
to the museum to see what progress 
was being made. A “regular-looking” 
paddle and the outrigger (the off-
side balance piece) was carved and 
finished. A rough-out of the bottom 
portion of the canoe sat on wooden 
blocks. Liton Beasa spoke quietly, 
occasionally pointing, as he instructed 
his crew. The men (mostly young 
adults and teens) were using chain 
saws, splitting mauls, axes, and 
hatchets to cut and shape the log. 

To the untrained ear, the Marshallese 
language is incomprehensible. It is a 
series of rolling sounds, with nothing 
recognizable to me—except for one 
day when museum education manager 
Judy Costello had baked a plate of 
brownies for the workers. As one man 
stuffed a third brownie into his mouth, 
he said something to the others and 
the word “brownie” was carefully 
enunciated as he chewed.

I couldn’t talk to the workers or 
understand what they were saying, 
but the process moved steadily along. 
The young men took turns cutting the 
sides of the log, some chopping out 

the middle, all shaping the canoe. It 
may have been the sharpness of the 
tools or the strength of the workers, 
but as they chopped, the wood gave 
way like a wheel of cheese.

On May 1, as I walked across the 
museum grounds toward the 
construction tent, I heard a rhythmic 
thudding coming from the back porch 
of the museum’s Searcy House. There 
I found four Marshallese women 
sitting cross-legged on the floor, 
chatting away as they wove strips of 
pandanus leaf fibers (a palm-like tree 
native to the Marshall Islands) for 
the canoe sail. The thudding noise 
was coming from one woman using 
a hollowed-out World War II mortar 
shell as her mallet. She rolled lengths 
of the leaves into loose bundles and 
pounded them on a rock to make the 
fibers more pliable. 

The ladies were a jolly group, laughing 
as they worked. The woman in charge 
of pounding the pandanus fibers was 

gracious as she showed me the mallet. 
She wouldn’t let me hold it, but I was 
able to get an idea of its weight, about 
three or four pounds. 

As I continued to observe the 
boat-building project over the next 
few weeks, the days grew brighter 
and warmer. The finish date was 
scheduled for mid-May. The last day 
I visited, there was a large work crew 
gathered. They were lashing together 
pieces and parts of the boat, applying 
glue to the seams, and tending to 
the final details. There were crowds 
of schoolchildren and a lot of adults 
watching. Excitement was in the 
air. The workers were very focused 
on their tasks, but still laughing and 
joking together.

On May 11, the completion of the 
canoe was celebrated, with lots of 
good food, speeches, prayers, and 
singing. The sun was warm and bright 
and it was a joyous day. e

(See related photo on page 10.)

Weaving the sail made of pandanus leaf strips



Canoe of One Community. Those 
involved with the boat-building project 
gather in Springdale with the finished 
kōrkōr at Jemenei Day, a Marshallese 
national holiday of independence, on 
May 25, 2018.

New Faces at the Museum
We’re so happy to welcome Walt Gallagher and Michele Gibson to the museum team!

Walt is our facilities manager, in charge of scheduling and maintenance for the newly opened Shiloh Meeting Hall. A 
native of New England and a veteran of the U. S. Navy, Walt married a Fayetteville girl which led the couple to settle down 
in Northwest Arkansas, along with five dogs and three cats. In his spare time, Walt enjoys woodworking, tinkering, and 
motorcycle riding.

A self-professed “Okie from Muskogee,” Michele is our receptionist and store manager. After graduating from Oklahoma 
State University, she raised three children (Sarah, Ben, and Rachel), lived in Fort Smith, and worked at the Fayetteville 
Public Library before moving to Springdale. Michele’s hobbies include reading, hiking, cooking, and gardening.
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CURRENT SPECIAL EXHIBITS 
Through December 15. “Happy Birthday, Shiloh!”,  
a photo exhibit celebrating the museum’s first fifty years. 

Through January 12, 2019. Fifty from Fifty, an exhibit 
featuring an artifact acquired during each of the Shiloh 
Museum’s fifty years, from 1968 to 2018.

Through April 13, 2019. Selected, an exhibit of objects 
from the Shiloh Museum’s fifty-year collection, selected 
by guest curators from the Northwest Arkansas 
community.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND EXHIBITS  
August 11. To celebrate the museum’s 50th anniversary, 
the Bella Vista Radio Club will operate a “Special Event” 
radio station throughout the day in our General Store. 
Drop by the station, where radio operators will be on hand 
to answer questions about the station and amateur radio. 
You may even have a chance to talk to an operator in a 
faraway land.

August 15, noon. “Ozark Fiddle Music,” a program by  
Dr. Drew Beisswenger, musicologist and librarian at the 
University of Arkansas.

August 18, 10:00–11:00 a.m. Potter Teresa Griffith of 
Griffith Pottery Works will demonstrate the art and craft 
of pottery. Part of our Shiloh Saturday Series for families.

September 8, 5:00–7:30 p.m. 50th Anniversary Frolic, 
an adult event celebrating the Shiloh Museum. Come 
as you are and enjoy old-time chore stations (like we 
provide during school tours), local music, adult beverages, 
delicious bites from local food trucks, and of course, cake 
and ice cream. It’s all free!

September 19, noon. “The Art and Craft of Prehistoric 
Indian Pottery,” a program by Dr. Ann Early, state 
archeologist with the Arkansas Archeological Survey.

September 22, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 50th Anniversary Family 
Celebration for children and families. Enjoy a scavenger 
hunt, old-fashioned toys and games, life-size historic cut-
outs for photographs, and of course, cake and ice cream, 
as we celebrate the Shiloh Museum. It’s all free!

September 29, 2:00 p.m. Program and booksigning with 
Brooks Blevins, who will discuss his latest work,  
A History of the Ozarks, Vol. 1: The Old Ozarks, published 
by the University of Illinois Press.

October 15–January 5, 2019. First Person Plural, an 
Arkansas Humanities Council exhibit exploring life 
stories of women throughout the state who came of age 
in the 20th century during times of great change that 
saw the civil rights movement, new roles for women, and 
access to new technologies.

Calendar

MISSION STATEMENT

The Shiloh Museum of Ozark History serves the public by preserving and providing resources for finding meaning, enjoyment, and 
inspiration in the exploration of the Arkansas Ozarks. Adopted by the Shiloh Museum Board of Trustees on February 11, 2016.

Join the Shiloh Museum Association

•  ���Satisfaction of knowing you are supporting an important 
cultural institution and helping preserve our Arkansas Ozark 
heritage, and

•�  �10% discount on Shiloh Store purchases
•  Discount on photo reproduction fees
•  Reduced fees for children’s and adult workshops
•  Invitations to exhibit openings and special events

Consider a gift to the Shiloh Museum Endowment Fund

 Check here if you would like more information about  
 the endowment fund.

Help us save money and trees

 Check here if you would like to receive your newsletter 
 by email instead of U. S. mail.

 Email address  _____________________________________
 

Membership Levels

  Individual - $15		    Patron - $50
  School class - $12.50		    Sponsor - $100
  Family - $20			     Sustaining - $250
  Senior Individual (65+) - $10	   Benefactor - $500
  Senior Couple - $15		    Founding - $1,000

Name  ______________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________

State  _____________________________  Zip  _____________

Please make check payable to:	 Shiloh Museum
	 118 W. Johnson Avenue
	 Springdale, AR  72764
	 479-750-8165

http://bellavistaradioclub.org/
https://griffithpotteryworks.weebly.com/
https://archeology.uark.edu/


Scenes from History Camp 2018

Clockwise from top left: Johnny Appleseed (aka museum 
groundskeeper Marty Powers) shows campers how to play “Apple 
on a String;” making an exhibit for a 1904 World’s Fair display using 
recyclable materials; practicing writing skills on a slate like George 
Washington Carver did as a boy in the 1870s; hula-hooping in the 
History Camp Olympics.


